
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 21 September 2011] 

 p7504b-7523a 
Mr Bill Johnston; Mr Albert Jacob; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Frank Alban; Speaker; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Paul 

Miles 

 [1] 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT — POPULATION GROWTH 

Motion 

Resumed from 6 April on the following motion moved by Mr E.S. Ripper (Leader of the Opposition) — 

That this house condemns the Barnett government for its failure to invest in basic infrastructure across 
Western Australia, in particular its failure to purchase additional trains and buses or to construct new 
roadworks to keep up with population growth. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [5.10 pm]: I will continue my remarks. It has been some time since we 
debated this motion. Before I move to a new topic, I want to make the comment that recently the Minister for 
Transport claimed in the house that within the forward estimates is the biggest increase in bus service kilometres 
in Western Australia. That is of course rubbish. The largest increase in the provision of bus kilometres in 
Western Australia occurred with the completion of the Perth–Mandurah rail line. All the bus services that run in 
the southern suburbs were reallocated in the system and that will never be matched. What was the Premier 
calling it today—was it fairyland or something like that? I cannot remember the exact words the Premier used 
about the forward estimates. However, even if the forward estimates are delivered on, it will not match the 
commitment the Labor Party made to bus services in this state with the opening of the Mandurah rail line. It will 
be a pale imitation. The fact that the government has inadequately funded the bus services in this day — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Member, I do not know if you are right or wrong but — 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I am right. Go and have a look. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: One of the things that the Public Transport Authority tells me, and this is a good outcome, is 
that a lot of those bus service kilometres had to be redirected to service the railway line. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Yes; there was a massive increase in the public transport effort. Not only was there extra 
patronage, because a train gets more patronage than a bus does running on the same route, but also all those 
buses were released. The reason for the extra effort to bring people to the train stations was that more people 
wanted to catch public transport. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: There was no increase in funding for — 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, no; that is a furphy, minister. Hundreds and hundreds of buses were released 
because they no longer had to run down to Mandurah. Everybody who lives in the southern suburbs knows about 
the buses which used to run up and down the freeway and which were then released into the system. That was 
the biggest increase in bus services. However, I want to move onto another topic. 

Yesterday in question time, I was interested when the Premier referred to the challenge issued by the shadow 
Minister for Energy about the stadium. The Premier was very offended by the idea of the challenge about how he 
wants to use resources in this state; namely, does he want to borrow money to build economic infrastructure or 
does he want to borrow money to build a stadium? It is interesting, to quote the Premier on exactly what he says 
about the forward estimates — 

They are forecasts; they are nothing more, nothing less. I again remind the house that the budget is for 
only one year. This Parliament appropriates money for the coming year. It does not appropriate money 
in the forward estimates. 

What is the Premier’s actual commitment to the stadium? According to page 7 of the 2011–12 Economic and 
Fiscal Outlook, it is $13 million. That is how much the Premier has committed to the stadium and so he needs to 
think about this very carefully. 

The Premier has thrown around the furphy of re-amalgamation of the energy sector. It is an interesting issue 
because this government has looked at it previously. I heard the Minister for Energy on radio this morning 
saying that he had never had a formal meeting with the Premier on this topic. I understand that he also went on in 
Parliament yesterday to talk about the fact that the minister is not involved in any review; that the minister’s 
office is not involved in any review; and that the Office of Energy is not involved in any review of re-
amalgamation of the electricity sector. So what exactly is the Premier talking about? Nobody in government is 
doing anything about that, yet he says it is on the agenda. If it is on the agenda, why does the Minister for Energy 
not know about it? It is not as though this government has not considered the question of re-amalgamation of the 
energy sector. On 9 September 2009, Hansard records Hon Peter Collier, the Minister for Energy, as saying in 
the other place — 

One of the options presented to address these problems was in relation to the structure of Verve Energy 
and Synergy, including merging the two entities or retaining the existing structure. 
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After consideration of both Mr Oates’ review and the views expressed by stakeholders in the energy 
sector, I recently announced that the Liberal–National government would not remerge Verve and 
Synergy. 

That is pretty straightforward. We know the government’s position on this because the Minister for Energy has 
told us its position. In September 2009, his considered opinion was, “I’m not doing it.” In Parliament yesterday, 
the minister said that there was no process underway to consider it. According to comments quoted on the radio, 
the minister yesterday said from Parliament that he “has had no formal meetings with the Premier regarding the 
issue”. 

The state government paid Mr Oates $273 282.35, including GST, between 2008 and 31 December 2010. This 
gentleman has been very well rewarded for his work for the government. One of the things for which he received 
that just over a quarter of million dollars was the “Verve Energy Review”, dated August 2009 and tabled in the 
other place on 9 September 2009. I want to read out some of the extracts from this report — 

2.2 Key findings 

Verve has suffered significant financial losses over the last three years 

Since disaggregation Verve has incurred these losses estimated at $454m.  

There is some more comment about that, but in another paragraph the report states — 

In addition to the impact of low fixed tariffs, this loss is a result of significant maintenance and other 
costs associated with rectifying plant, increasing networks charges, market mechanisms which penalise 
rather than reward Verve for the role it plays in managing residual risk in the market, deficiencies in the 
Vesting Contract and increased interest costs on rising debt levels. In addition to the significant direct 
unplanned expenditure on maintenance activities, Verve was required to deal with unexpected forced 
outages and emergency situations. This involved deferring the retirement date of the Kwinana B power 
station, recommissioning Muja AB in response to the Varanus Island gas plant explosion (after having 
previously run this plant down consistent with its retirement plan) and operating expensive liquid 
burning plant. 

Now that is not quite what the Premier makes out in terms of Verve’s losses. However, Mr Oates continues in 
this report, and states, under the topic “New private sector generation investment has been secured” — 

Since 2006 the bulk of new generation investment has been provided by the private sector. 
Approximately 35% (estimated at $1b) is private risk investment which has no connection to the State 
and approximately 65% has been procured by Synergy under long term supply contracts. 

It is very important to think about that. It means that had there not been an effective market, the state government 
would have had to deliver that $1 billion, because that energy infrastructure and generation plant was still 
needed. It was only because of the disaggregation. Read the report in its entirety to see that that is not only my 
conclusion or the conclusion of the Economic Regulatory Authority, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Western Australia, the Chamber of Minerals and Energy or the WA Sustainable Energy Association, but also it 
is the conclusion of the Minister for Energy.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: There’s consensus! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Absolutely! Everybody is in consensus except for one person—the Premier. He is the 
only person in Western Australia who stills looks behind. I imagine not even the former Treasurer—because he 
would have had Treasury advice on this issue when he was the Treasurer—would support the Premier’s position 
on this. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: I’m for consensus! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: What? The Minister for Transport disagrees with the Minister for Energy? Whose side 
is he on? 

Mr T.R. Buswell: I don’t have a side. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The government does not have a side! The government agrees with me, minister. The 
only person who does not agree with me is the Premier. Mr Oates goes on in his report and finds this in regard to 
the option of re-merging the two entities — 

There would be some savings associated with the amalgamation of support functions— 

Let us see what he says those savings would be — 

estimated at $5m per year. 
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If we stretch that, it is in round figures $5 per energy consumer in Western Australia. The idea, therefore, that re-
merging will lead to lower prices is a furphy, and the Premier knows it. The Premier is aware of these issues. 
The report is very technical but it is very important, and goes on — 

Synergy currently has long term contracts with other generators and Verve currently has long term 
contracts with other retailers. This introduces a potentially significant distortion into the operation of the 
competitive market because the merged entity would effectively be dealing with its own competitors. It 
also gives rise to a need to implement processes and systems to ensure that sensitive competitor 
information is not passed between the entity’s generation staff and its retail staff. Due diligence on such 
contracts and specific legal advice would be required to clarify this matter. 

That is not a minor issue. This is saying that because these two companies are already dealing with private 
entities in the market, they would have to set up a new structure to deal with conflicts of interest. Mr Oates 
comes to a conclusion, and states — 

It is considered that a merger will ultimately give the State greater control over the industry, although it 
would generally be expected to reduce competition and result in a greater level of State sponsorship and 
risk capital support. 

In other words, borrowings. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): The member for Kalgoorlie should not walk between the 
member on his feet and the Chair. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Oates continues — 

Retaining separate entities and adopting policies which promote increased retail competition while 
maintaining an environment where wholesale competition is becoming effective should, in the medium 
term at least, provide for an ongoing reduction in the level of State sponsorship and risk capital 
support — while providing a security mechanism for procuring capacity in the currently constrained 
capital market. 

In the short term both options will likely have a similar level of cost effectiveness given that the plant is 
already installed. 

Mr Oates is saying that there is actually no benefit for the market in re-amalgamating the two entities. As I keep 
saying, the only person who thinks that there is such a benefit is the Premier. That is because he is not prepared 
to listen to anybody. He is not prepared to listen to any of the organisations operating in this market. I do not 
understand why. The Premier might go to communist China and come back with his Neville Chamberlain piece 
of paper, but there is no lesson to be learnt in the economic approach of a communist country to our power 
system in this state. We are not going to be better off adopting communist China’s approach to energy policy 
rather than the commonsense approach that has already been outlined by so very many market and industry 
participants in this state. 

I want to talk about a couple of other things on this topic. I draw the attention of members to the “2010 Annual 
Wholesale Electricity Market Report for the Minister for Energy” produced by the Economic Regulation 
Authority. I remind members that the chairman of that authority is the former head and chairman of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia—what is his name? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Lyndon Rowe. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Lyndon Rowe. He is not exactly a card-carrying supporter of the Labor Party. This 
gentleman runs an organisation internal to government that is designed for and answers to the Treasurer, and I 
know that the former Treasurer would have been getting advice from this man on this topic. I will read some 
excerpts from the authority’s report. Arising from the Oates’ report, the government re-wrote the contract 
between Verve and Synergy to try to reduce risks for the government, and the authority actually comments on 
that as follows — 

The Authority has concerns about the Replacement Vesting Contract between Synergy and Verve 
Energy. This contract lacks the pro-competitive features included in the original Vesting Contract, in 
particular the Displacement Mechanism and the associated information provision by Synergy to the 
market, … A significant proportion of new generation investment over recent years has been effectively 
underwritten by Synergy under the Displacement Mechanism. However, there is no such mechanism for 
private sector generation to tender for Synergy’s load under the Replacement Vesting Contract. This 
will affect further private investment in electricity generation in the South West interconnected system. 
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The State Government’s deregulation and reforms in the electricity sector were successful in creating an 
attractive environment to private sector investment in the SWIS. New generating capacity has been 
introduced by Alinta, ERM Power and Griffin Energy mainly as a result of Western Power/Synergy 
procurement programs. 

The displacement of Synergy’s pre-market contracted capacity with Verve Energy under the original 
Vesting Contract Displacement Mechanism has been conducted in a competitive manner, with neutral 
treatment to all bidders, including Verve Energy. Verve Energy has been successful in the tenders for 
the supply of capacity as part of the 2008 supply procurement program and subsequent procurement 
programs. 

These are very technical issues, but this report is saying that if we continue down this path, there will be an 
additional need for borrowing by the state government to build generators. Let us make it clear: every time the 
state government builds a generator, that is a school or a hospital it cannot build, and it needs more borrowings. 
These are therefore not minor issues; these are very important, central issues. They are the reasons that the 
Premier is so out of touch on this topic that he just does not get the energy market in Western Australia. It is a 
fact that we do not have a baseload capacity problem in this state; we have a peak-load capacity problem in this 
state. We are almost the most peaky electricity market in the world, as far as my research shows. Peak-load 
capacity is five and a half times higher than the overnight load. At the moment we are actually turning down 
coal-fired power stations at night. We do not need and we cannot fit additional coal-fired powers stations into 
our network in this state. It cannot happen until there is some enormous industrial development that is not on the 
horizon. 

I will quote a very telling comment from the ERA report — 

The market is impeded by a lack of clarity about the State Government’s policy intentions and 
timeframe for increasing competition, particularly in the electricity retail sector. The State Government 
needs to signal to the market its commitment to promoting competition in the market. Otherwise, 
market confidence could be undermined, which will put timely private sector investment at risk. 

In other words, in June 2011 the ERA was predicting the meltdown by the Premier yesterday on radio. The 
Premier is under pressure, so he has to talk about something. He does not have any positive view and he does not 
have any real achievement to describe. So what does he do? He sets the cats running on re-amalgamating Verve 
and Synergy! It is a rubbish position for the Premier to take. It is not going to happen. We know it is not going to 
happen because no work has been done on it. It is not going to happen because the energy minister is opposed to 
it. It is not going to happen because every person involved in the energy market is against the Premier’s position. 
I do not have the exact words in front of me, but the Premier once said something to the effect that the benefit for 
the government in having control of the energy sector was that large corporations had to come and talk to the 
government when they were doing their big projects. I say to the Premier that that is not the real world any more 
and he has got to get over it. We can see what happened with the Windimurra project when the Premier decided 
to build a lateral pipeline for tens of millions of dollars, and then the project fell over. The risk was all borne by 
taxpayers and we are still paying for that failure of the Premier’s vision. 

I want to go further and make another couple of remarks based on the ERA report. I want to point out that, again, 
these are very technical issues, but I encourage members to have a look at the tables produced on page 69 of the 
report. One table shows the average off-peak trading interval short-term energy market clearing prices—in other 
words, the off-peak cost of electricity at a wholesale level. The other table shows the average peak trading 
interval STEM clearing prices—that is, the wholesale price during peak time. The ERA comments on those 
two things and states — 

It can be seen that, for both peak and off-peak periods, clearing prices for the Reporting Period were 
approximately half that compared to the corresponding prices in the previous reporting period. Clearing 
prices were also significantly lower than the long term average, i.e. represented by the period from 
EMC to 31 July 2010. 

EMC is the date of the market reforms. The ERA has found that electricity prices at a wholesale level are coming 
down—exactly as predicted by all the participants in the process. Therefore, when the Premier stands and says 
that electricity prices are not coming down, that is because he is putting up the retail price of electricity, which is 
not a market price; it is a price set by the Premier of the state of Western Australia. However, the price of 
electricity in the real market, in which companies trade with each other based on their needs, the electricity price 
is coming down. That is just a statement of fact and I do not understand how the Premier can stand in this 
chamber and not understand the very fundamental issues involved in the electricity market. Of course, these are 
complex issues. The Premier needs to read through documents, pore over things and have a look at charts to try 
to understand what is really happening, rather than just stand up in a radio interview when he is getting some 
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curly questions and cannot cope and say, “Well, we’re going to re-amalgamate the two entities, Verve Energy 
and Synergy”.  

Again, I refer to page 68 of the report. Under the comments that I quoted before is a little table called “Table 2: 
Mean and standard deviations of STEM Clearing Prices ($/MWh)”. It has the off-peak and peak prices for 
different trading intervals. I will not worry about the standard deviation; I will just talk about the mean. For the 
trading interval 21 September 2006 to 31 July 2010, the mean off-peak price was $34.10 and the peak price was 
$68.32. From 1 August 2008 to 31 July 2009—in other words, after the disaggregation process had occurred but 
overlapping with the Varanus Island incident—the mean off-peak price was $41.84 and the peak price was 
$76.95. From 1 August 2009 to 31 July 2010, after the Varanus Island issues had washed out of the market, what 
was the average off-peak price? It was $19.51—just a little over half the price in the period immediately after 
disaggregation. The peak price was $38.65 compared with $68.32. There is absolutely no question. Anybody 
who can read can see that the wholesale price of electricity in this state is falling. That is the conclusion of every 
single person involved in the energy sector in Western Australia.  

The reason that the Premier does not understand that is that he does not get it; he does not understand what the 
purpose of the energy market is. No wonder he keeps going on about things that are not relevant to the real 
debate. The reason the retail price has gone up is that the Premier chose to put it up. The Premier chose a 55 per 
cent increase in power costs in this state for ordinary families. He chose that. The Premier could have chosen 
something else, but that is what he chose. He cannot say that he is reducing debt, because debt is going up. He 
cannot say that he is delivering services for the community because everybody knows that they are not being 
delivered. He cannot say that people are benefiting from the boom because they are not. Go to the shopping 
centres and see the shops shutting; see the people losing their small businesses. That is what is happening in this 
state. The problem is that the Premier is out of touch. He needs to ’fess up to his part in the decision-making 
process. He is the person who chooses the retail price of electricity. The wholesale price of electricity is falling; 
the price in the market is going down. But the Premier is putting the retail price up. They are the facts. It is also 
true, it is a fact, that the government takes more out of the energy sector than it puts in as subsidies. They are the 
facts and I think the Premier needs to admit to the truth for a change. 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef) [5.34 pm]: I thank the opposition for bringing this motion on today as it does 
afford me an opportunity that I do not often get in this place; that is, to list some of the truly fantastic 
infrastructure investments in not only my community of Ocean Reef but also Western Australia as a whole. 

Just speaking for a little while as a local member, the member for Ocean Reef, I was very fortunate to see all my 
electorate’s campaign commitments met within the first two budgets of our government. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Members! 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: You committed to a port! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: That was actually the Labor Party’s candidate.  

Mr C.J. Tallentire: You committed to a port; I remember reading that you said that. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: No, I said I was — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The member does not know what he is talking about! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I absolutely support the marina project and — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Minister, when you refer to a member across the chamber, you refer to 
his electorate, not to his dress of clothes, thank you.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: I thank the member for that interjection because that was not one of the projects that I planned 
to speak about, but it is very dear to my heart. It is actually a local government project, member, and something I 
well knew as the councillor. I am 100 per cent behind the state government getting alongside council and 
supporting that project, perhaps even down the road taking up more of a role. But that was the opposition 
candidate’s ignorant commitment in that campaign and that came — 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 
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Mr A.P. JACOB: Yes, state money has been paying for a lot of it along the way and I would like to see some 
more come in. But those were actually the opposition candidate’s commitments. Interestingly, I would say that 
backfired on her because I remember seeing her election posters saying that that was the number one priority. It 
really just exposed the fact that she did not live in the area and did not really understand the area. That was 
interesting; thanks for the interjection—please do keep them coming! I might come back to that marina project if 
I have enough time because that is a particular favourite of mine. 

Having seen, as I said, all the commitments for the electorate of Ocean Reef met in our first two budgets, my 
anticipation for this year’s infrastructure spend was a little more subdued. However, I continue to go back to my 
community and proudly inform it of the really impressive record of infrastructure spending that our government 
continues to facilitate. I would rather not use the term “we pay for it” because ultimately it is paid for by the 
taxpayers of Western Australia; we are facilitating their money back to them as investments in their community. 
I will try to use the term “facilitate” wherever I can as opposed to “provide”. However, the government has 
continued to meet the needs of the Ocean Reef community in a number of areas, including roads, transport, 
health and education. I note that this motion pays particular attention to transport, “in particular its failure to 
purchase additional trains and buses or to construct new roadworks to keep up with population growth”. 

That brings me to my first point and a very, very welcome budget announcement this year, Minister for 
Transport, which was the freeway widening from Hepburn Avenue north to Hodges Drive in my electorate, with 
$30 million provided over two years. The widening of the Mitchell Freeway will be welcomed by all residents of 
the northern suburbs. This will make a very, very real difference to every one of us — 

Ms L.L. Baker: It’s a pork-barrelling scheme! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: We are just delighted to finally have some money spent up our way, member. I am flush with 
gratitude! It will probably take me a while to list it because — 

Ms L.L. Baker interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Yes, I refer to the widening of the Mitchell Freeway. Members who live up our way, such as 
the member for Wanneroo, the member for Kingsley and, indeed, the Minister for Police, all of us, who head 
home if we finish at five o’clock in this place know only too well that the current bottlenecks can easily add — 

Ms L.L. Baker: When are we finishing at five o’clock? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: On Thursdays. I am just using that as an example. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: We haven’t finished at five o’clock on Thursdays for a long time! I swear the house 
keeps getting mixed up all the time. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: But for those times that we do, that five o’clock finish for us will very easily add an extra 
20 minutes, even half an hour, for those bottlenecks — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Oh, goodness me! How sad for you! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: No, it is not about me, member. I am saying that for the residents of my community, it is 
20 minutes to half an hour every day for them. That is their family time. That is what this third lane will provide. 
It is about giving family time back to the members of our community because they work hard during the day. 

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: That is the significance of not putting it on the southern side because it releases them at the 
end of the day. That is a high priority in the traffic modelling, on the engineering side. Members opposite are 
trying to make me get ahead of myself. This was my number one budget priority to approach the Minister for 
Transport about and I am pleased that he and our Treasurer have listened to the concerns of our northern suburbs 
community, as relayed by me and the members for Wanneroo and Kingsley. 

Ms L.L. Baker interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: What was that, member? 

Ms L.L. Baker: I am sorry; I should not keep interjecting rudely. I said that it was nice that the minister has 
responded to your northern suburbs concerns, as distinct from my north eastern suburbs concerns. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I will try to get through my notes. This is a good motion to talk about all these issues. I briefly 
touched on the bottlenecks heading back. I am almost getting worried that we are spending too much on 
transport infrastructure because I was trying to get back from the southern suburbs the other day and was held 
back by three sets of roadworks. We are going to hit a point at which we have so many roadworks going on that 
it will delay people. 
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Mr T.R. Buswell: Like a lot of things in life, too much is never enough! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: It might have an interesting adverse impact. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Were you in the southern suburbs? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I certainly was. I try to get around and see all of the state, but my heart is where my home is. 

The extra roadworks will perhaps encourage people to — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Is this your ministerial application? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Thanks, member for Mandurah! 

Although the infrastructure spend on roads is very important, a lot of us will be caught in traffic jams and 
roadworks for years to come. This is a fantastic opportunity to encourage people to use public transport. The 
spend on public transport is one of the government’s truly impressive legacies. I would say that even after this 
government’s first term it will most certainly have one of the strongest public transport policy legacies of any 
Liberal government in Western Australia. 

Ms L.L. Baker: Where is the railway line that you have built? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I thank the member; that is three lines down in my notes! Many of my constituents rely on 
public transport. I will jump ahead to it because I said at the beginning of my speech that all the infrastructure 
commitments for the electorate of Ocean Reef were met in the very first two budgets of this government, which 
has given me an opportunity as the local member to pursue other issues even further. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): The member for Mandurah will be going home on a bus soon. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I didn’t get much sleep last night! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The way the member is going he will be getting to sleep very early tonight. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I know the feeling. I got home at 1.00 am and bubs decided to wake up at 2.00 am. I had an 
interesting evening. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Can we get back to the issue before the chair? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: As I said, we are outside the realm of meeting the Liberal–National government’s 
commitments. We are picking up on the other infrastructure projects beyond those we had committed to. On the 
topic of railways, during the election campaign the Liberal Party did not commit to build the Butler railway, yet 
that was one of the first and biggest infrastructure projects that we picked up and ran with. That is a significant 
public transport infrastructure investment in the northern suburbs. It is not even one that we committed to, yet 
upon forming government we saw the need for it and we have met the community’s need. That is one of the big 
success stories of this government in the northern suburbs. 

Mr P. Papalia: The one kilometre of railway you have laid? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The member for Warnbro can say his piece in a moment. Along with the railway — 

Mr P. Papalia: You could spit the length of railway that you have built! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: This is a significant railway extension. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Members will have an opportunity to speak. The member for Ocean Reef is 
on his feet. The chamber was quite placid until the member for Warnbro came in! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Members opposite are showing their prejudice against the northern suburbs. It is truly 
fortunate that the Liberal–National government is investing in our community and providing the funding for rail 
and road development that we need. Along with this rail investment, I am pleased to say a very big thank you to 
the Minister for Transport because the government is spending $164 million on 45 extra railcars, many of which, 
I believe, are intended to run up and down the Joondalup line. I will not ask the minister about the other 12 
railcars because he is not in his seat, but I think they may already be on the Joondalup line. I believe this will 
cater for an extra 8 500 patrons and will couple nicely with earlier commitments given by this government. We 
made a very important election commitment in the 2008 election to significantly increase the number of parking 
bays at train stations. 

Dr A.D. Buti: What about the commitment to Ellenbrook? 
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Mr A.P. JACOB: Members can talk about their electorates; I am talking about Ocean Reef while I am on my 
feet. Now is the time in the sun for Joondalup and the northern suburbs. There is a lot of good news. The 
member for Wanneroo is anxious to jump up after me because there is almost too much good news for me to list 
in the 20 or so minutes in which I have to speak. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Ocean Reef must address me, not the members behind him. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Absolutely, Mr Acting Speaker. 

As I was saying, the new railcars cater for an extra 8 500 patrons. That couples nicely with the Liberal Party’s 
election commitment to increase the number of parking bays at train stations. 

Ms L.L. Baker: Which stations? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: We have already rolled out two very large car parks in the member for Kingsley’s electorate 
at Whitfords railway station and Greenwood railway station. That is a very good use of vacant freeway land. 
Effectively, it is verge land and in some cases it is sump land. That use is a very good rationalisation of space 
and of the available land around the freeways. Many people in this place have talked about doing that but this 
government has been using that land very cleverly. I believe there is also potential funding for an extra 120 
parking bays at Currambine railway station. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: They will be finished in March next year. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Fantastic! 

Mr T.R. Buswell: That will bring the total number of extra bays—not including the 3 000 we committed to—to 
3 774. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: We have overachieved again, over and above our election commitments! It was good to hear 
about the extra parking bays at Currambine because I am taking the Premier there soon. It will be very good to 
tell him that that is being delivered. 

I again come back to the motion. We have allocated in the budget an extra $40.1 million to buy 78 extra buses 
and $133.6 million to provide more frequent and accessible bus services. We do not have ferries in the northern 
suburbs, other than the ferry to Rottnest. We have pretty well ticked off all the big-ticket public transport items. 
They are substantial investments that will benefit the northern suburbs community. 

This motion is on infrastructure generally, which affords me an opportunity to speak to an issue that is very close 
to my heart and that of many members in this place. Health spending will be increased by $417 million this year, 
or 8.2 per cent. That demonstrates this government’s commitment to delivering real improvements in our public 
hospital services. 

Ms L.L. Baker: What about child health services? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The motion is on infrastructure, and I will focus on that so the Acting Speaker does not call 
me to order and ask me to get back to the motion. I have a particular passion for nursing, given that that is the 
area in which my wife works. I am pleased that $64 million has been allocated to the Joondalup Health Campus 
to continue its expansion and to better care for northern suburbs residents and northern suburbs patients. In 
March this year, we had the opening of the $29 million emergency department at Joondalup Health Campus. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Is that the one you flew back from Melbourne for? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: It is not actually what I flew back from Melbourne for. It is interesting that the member for 
Gosnells interjected when I was speaking about the marina, because that was the issue that I flew back from 
Melbourne for, but the two tied in very nicely. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: It was to express your ongoing support. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Yes, it has my very strong, ongoing support. I have no qualms about supporting that.  

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: We are making very good progress. I thank the member for Mandurah. 

On the topic of that emergency department, health appears to be a bit of a catch-up area. We are putting 
significant infrastructure spending into health. The Minister for Health was talking about it, and recent articles 
have noted that Joondalup Health Campus’s emergency department may already be almost the busiest ED in the 
country. For a long time it has been the busiest emergency department in this state. This current emergency 
department has made a big difference. I will mention one particular little thing, because it is the little touches that 
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make a very big difference. Having spent some time in an emergency department with young children, I know 
that they get all sorts, particularly during the late hours and early hours of the morning. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I am not doubting the member. It is an interesting display. People from all walks of life can be 
seen in an emergency department. In some of those circumstances I think it is better not to have young kids 
associating with other patrons of the emergency department. Joondalup Health Campus has an entirely separate 
ED for parents with young children; it has a little play area. It is those little touches that really make a difference. 
I think that might have added towards its popularity. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The $29 million emergency department at Joondalup Health Campus is already running hot 
and achieving great things. A $20.8 million ward block opened next door to the ED. This ward block, 
unfortunately, was named the “Wanneroo Wing”. I tried for the “Ocean Reef Wing”, but that suggestion was 
knocked back. It has 55 new public beds in 51 bright and spacious single rooms, including 10 rooms with private 
courtyards. It has two double bedrooms, each with an ensuite bathroom. Having been a patient in one of those 
double bedrooms for about a week last December, I can say that they offer a very nice service. As I was saying, 
it is those little touches that count. 

I think Joondalup Health Campus is a very, very good health model in the public–private partnership model that 
is running. I have come to think very highly of the operators at Joondalup Health Campus. This emergency 
department now has 56 patient bays, with separate waiting areas for adults and children. 

Mr P. Papalia: Is this transport infrastructure? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: It is an infrastructure motion, generally, member, but we have discussed transport. I want to 
stray a little bit and talk about from where members have come on this motion. If we cast our minds back to the 
2008 election campaign—I always like to bring it up again—a little flyer was sent around my electorate. Talking 
about the investments that are going into Joondalup Health Campus, this redevelopment is years, almost a 
decade, overdue. That is seen by the fact that a brand-new emergency department was opened in March and it is 
already bursting at the seams. It was our government, to the health minister’s absolute credit, that really got this 
moving. Within months of coming into government, the minister had signed the contracts and we were out on 
site, turning soil. The project is actually coming in ahead of time. It may even come in under budget. It is a good 
example of how to do things, yet at the time, this flyer was sent to every resident in the electorate of Ocean Reef, 
not once, but twice. One of its points was that “The Liberal health policy has no plan for Joondalup Health 
Campus”. Apparently, it has no plans at all! It also claimed — 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: This was authorised by the now member for Cannington. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: That was in the election campaign. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: It was in the election campaign. It is just a little flyer that was sent around. Although we 
certainly were 100 per cent behind this hospital, I do not even know if we can chalk this one up to an election 
commitment, Minister for Transport, since the opposition claimed that we intended to leave the hospital as it 
was. 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: I have heard. I was actually on council when the very first planning approval went through in 
2006. What is being built bears absolutely no resemblance to what went through or to the subsequent four or five 
plans that I saw come through for the site. It is surprising how often it changes. 

Moving back to infrastructure investment more generally, I would like to take the opportunity to mention a little 
project. It is a bit ironic to mention it today, because I was going to speak about Perth’s dwindling rainfall, which 
might not be apparent in members’ minds at the moment. One project I am particularly passionate about and that 
we have a $6.8 million allocation to in this year’s budget is the Gnangara groundwater replenishment trial. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Very important. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: It is a very important project. It is a bit of a pet passion of mine. It is also directly opposite my 
house. Fortunately, the sewerage pits have been covered over these days. I probably got the house a lot cheaper 
than it is worth now because those pits were uncovered back when I bought it.  
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This Beenyup groundwater replenishment trial involves recycled water from the Beenyup waste water treatment 
plant that is already pure enough to drink. This water is being injected between 120 and 200 metres underground 
at a point at which it will take 50 years to reach the nearest drinking water bore. It is hoped that this project will 
eventually see up to 35 gigalitres a year, which is 10 per cent of WA’s current water demand, being injected into 
the Gnangara mound.  

Significantly—I speak now as somebody who grew up in the rural wetlands of Wanneroo—I think this project 
may also start to see some of our beautiful lakes and wetlands recover from the significant stress that they have 
been under in recent years. The Gnangara mound has become a very significant water source for the Perth 
metropolitan area. I grew up on a property in that area. I remember as a young boy aged five or six years being 
able to manually dig and find water. I am the youngest member in this house, so it was not that long ago. I was 
able to dig down and find water in winter, yet when we moved off that farm 15 or 20 years later, our bores used 
to dry up in summer. There is a very noticeable difference with those Gnangara mound water levels. This 
groundwater replenishment trial will help to secure Perth’s long-term water source. The $6.8 million investment 
is a small one, but it is a good start, and will help in securing our future water supply. I think this project has a lot 
of potential. It also has huge environmental benefits in the opportunity to bring back some of the wetlands. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Member, is it very easy to crank this up to the 100-gigalitre level? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The member would probably have to ask the Minister for Water. This is probably very 
strongly his forte, given his engineering background. We are a fortunate state government to have a Minister for 
Water with such a strong engineering background, because that is especially needed in the area of water. I cannot 
answer the question of the member for Gosnells. I suspect the Minister for Water would answer it straight off the 
bat. I think he would give the member a very clear answer as well. I know that the Minister for Water is very 
passionate because we have discussed over dinner here a couple of times this Gnangara waste water 
replenishment trial. I do not think this is a partisan project. I think some of the early work may have started when 
the current opposition was in government. I hope that that will continue through successive governments, 
because I think it is a very good, sensible option. The motion before the house today is a good opportunity to 
mention our government’s infrastructure investment.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: I’m giving you a B-plus!  

Mr A.P. JACOB: Thank you, member for Mandurah.  

Our infrastructure investment in facilitating the security of the future of Western Australia’s water. 

I will move on to another area of infrastructure more generally. I do not want to take too much time. I did not 
realise that time has gotten away from me. Members keep distracting me. The Gnangara waste water 
replenishment trial is a particularly good opportunity, given the support that is being seen on both sides. There is 
an element in the community that see this as having a “yuck factor”, and we often see campaigns against such 
things. That has been a very mature step forward. The project has adopted the careful, careful approach, although 
I would maybe side with the member for Gosnells and rather crank it up and go nuts because I grew up on that 
swampland and saw the quality of water originally. It can only be better to crank it up, but I think the softly, 
softly approach is probably the wiser approach. Having said that about the water quality, one of the things I 
quietly worry about is that we are purifying the water almost too well. The water that is down there is not really 
of a nice quality, and I wonder whether that may affect the pH levels. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Just before the dinner break I was talking about infrastructure and this motion that seeks to 
condemn the Barnett government for its failure to invest in basic infrastructure across Western Australia. I was 
talking about a small but very important infrastructure project in my area, the Gnangara groundwater 
replenishment trial. One of the areas I had not mentioned before the dinner break was education, another area in 
which we are seeing some truly significant investments. This year’s budget alone shows a record spend of 
around $4 billion. One project I will briefly mention because I am a huge fan of it that has been immensely 
popular with the schools in the electorate of Ocean Reef is the independent public schools program. Four schools 
in the area have become independent public schools and funding is in the budget to increase the number from 98 
to 162 schools statewide. As I said about the groundwater replenishment trial, we have not gone out with all guns 
blazing on the independent public schools program. Sometimes part of me wants to do it all in one big hit. But 
we have taken a cautious approach; it is being done incrementally and, I think, very well and it has been very 
enthusiastically taken up. I have been supporting a number of new applications in my electorate. I believe that 
this year, every school in my electorate has said it wants to be an independent public school. I hope that as the 
program continues, it affords every one of those schools the opportunity to ultimately pursue that goal if it is 
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appropriate for their school community. I have a lot of confidence that it will be appropriate for my schools and 
that they will be very responsible and manage the change quite well.  

In speaking of infrastructure particularly, given that the motion seeks to condemn the government for its failure 
to invest in basic infrastructure, a very important project and one that I know many of my colleagues have 
continued to raise since coming to Parliament, many of us as new colleagues—I am sure, members opposite 
agree, especially those in the more outer suburban electorates such as my electorate—is the issue of air 
conditioning in public schools. We have seen in one fell swoop a budget allocation to enable schools throughout 
the entire state to have air conditioning installed. That is another fantastic infrastructure spend by this 
government in this year’s budget alone. I again draw to the attention of the house that my whole speech has been 
focused on what we are spending in this year’s budget.  

I refer again to post-election commitments in my electorate. I saw in the budget papers that my electorate has 
received $1 375 000 to spend on improvements to Kinross College and primary schools in Mullaloo, Beaumaris 
and Kinross. This is not on maintenance work or recurrent expenditure; it is for ongoing capital improvements. 
In fact, the improvements to Kinross College in particular are very important. Kinross College was something of 
an experimental model. It is a middle school catering for year 6 through to year 10 and had wide open-plan 
classrooms. There were four year 6 classes in one giant room trying to operate independently.  

Mr M.P. Whitely: Another fad in education.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: It did not work very well. Money has been spent on infrastructure such as walls and doors for 
independent classrooms. That is an important spend for Kinross College.  

I have focused on the infrastructure spend for this year in the northern suburbs alone. Members from other 
regions of Perth will speak also. I have not got to the electricity infrastructure, which, judging from the 
Treasurer’s graph the other day, is one of the most significant infrastructure spends by this government, which 
alone dwarfs everything I have mentioned today. Significant investment is going into prisons, which is also 
capital works. There are also the very big-ticket items statewide such as the Perth Waterfront project, the Perth 
City Link, the stadium down the road and maybe down the track we will see more spending on some of the 
issues in my area. On top of that, in this year’s budget is that massive commitment of $600 million to not-for-
profit organisations. In listing these projects I will say that there is a strong community focus within the Liberal–
National government. I am aware that the residents in my community of Ocean Reef are seeing these benefits.  

As mentioned, our infrastructure spend supports families throughout the community. It supports all forms of 
transport and the advancement of our health system, the environment, our education system, senior residents and 
those who are less fortunate than us. This government’s investment in public transport in particular in the 
northern suburbs is historic. It really is. There is no area that members opposite can say we are not investing in 
for the decades ahead, for not just public transport but also roads, which also is a very big issue. 

I commend and thank the ministers who have assisted me to meet the infrastructure needs of the Ocean Reef 
community in my role as the local member, in particular today, the Minister for Transport and also, of course, 
the Treasurer, who has worked with us to deliver these fantastic outcomes for our community.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [7.05 pm]: I do not want to speak for particularly long on this motion, but 
I would like to provide an opportunity for what is next in the order of business, which is the Franchising Bill, so 
it would be good if this matter were concluded relatively quickly to allow that opportunity.  

I could not let this motion on infrastructure pass without the opportunity to comment on the document relating to 
infrastructure that the Premier put out the other day in a memorandum of understanding with the People’s 
Republic of China. Given the document mentions investment in infrastructure in a range of areas, particularly the 
mining industry, as well as other aspects, I thought this would be an opportune time to comment on that 
document.  

We on this side of the house, and I think now across the board, hold the view that we should have good and 
friendly relations with China. China is now the world’s second largest economy. It is a growing economy and a 
very important part of our region. I think it is uniformly accepted that we should have that relationship. But it has 
not always been thus. When Gough Whitlam went to China in 1971, he was criticised enormously by his 
political opponents. When China was recognised by the Australian government in 1972, it was again criticised 
enormously by his political opponents. However, the world has moved on and 40 years later there is now broad 
acceptance that the relationship with China is incredibly important to Australia’s future.  

We all accept that that relationship should prosper and we should ensure that we are the beneficiaries of that 
trading relationship. However, I want to make a few points about this memorandum of understanding. The first 
thing is that this is a massive victory of spin. I do not know whether members have read it. When the Premier 
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came back he made out that it was some sort of Holy Grail of investment by China in Western Australia and 
somehow this was going to cause an enormous improvement in relations between our two countries and that 
some sort of special relationship would develop between Western Australia and the People’s Republic of China. 
If we actually look at the MOU, we can see that it is a very flimsy document. It contains six pages, some made 
up of preambles and other associated, relatively meaningless parts. One and a half pages point out what the 
relationship will encompass. I will quote to the house what it is all about. It is about “Communication and 
exchanges of information”; “Support and encouragement”; and “Support and encouragement”. These words are 
at the commencement of each paragraph. They continue: “Support for Chinese companies to investigate the 
potential for downstream processing”; “Support for Chinese and Western Australian companies to carry out 
investment cooperation”; “Exchange of information”; “Guidance and help to Chinese companies with 
investments in and with ... Western Australia”; “Guidance and help to Western Australian companies in China” 
and “Exchange of working visits on a regular basis”.. In other words, it is well meaning but relatively 
meaningless commentary. I would go so far as to say that it is an off-the-shelf document. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: What shelf? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will say a few more things about it which I know in his heart the minister would agree 
with but which he might not actually express. It is well meaning, but it does not tie anyone to anything. The only 
thing it ties us to is a committee, which meets once a year, between the People’s Republic of China and the state 
of Western Australia—a committee. So we are going to have another committee to discuss all these issues. 

The Premier came back, and I think he fooled the nation’s media about it. I do not think there was sufficient 
examination of this document at all as to what it means. But it is all well-meaning, off-the-shelf sort of stuff. The 
member for Vasse is the Minister for Transport. He knows that, as a minister, he regularly signs these sorts of 
arrangements with other countries in relation to various aspects — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: I haven’t. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: — and they never achieve the publicity that this one achieved, even though they are those 
well-meaning documents that do not actually tie people to anything. However, I wanted to talk about it in a 
broader sense as to whether it is wise to have a memorandum of agreement between the state of Western 
Australia and one country with which we have a trading relationship but to not have such a memorandum of 
understanding and agreement with all the other countries with which we have a major trading relationship. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: It’s quite a big country. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The minister might know that over the last 40 or 50 years the main country that has 
invested in Western Australia and bought our products is Japan, and it is still our number two trading partner. 
Until eight or maybe even five years ago, it was our number one trading partner. The government cannot send a 
message, and it should not send a message, to countries with which we have that important relationship that one 
relationship is more important than another. That is a fundamental of international relations. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Is it? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I know that the minister does not know anything about these things, but — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: I’ve been to Bali. I stopped to get a can of drink in a shop and you were right behind me in 
the queue. I nearly had a heart attack. I put in the claim on my travel insurance! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Seeing the minister in that tight T-shirt—I did, too—and that working man’s cap he was 
wearing was very unusual. It was a very unusual ensemble. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: You haven’t got to the vinyl shorts. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was a very unusual ensemble. I want to make my points because I want to get on to the 
franchising legislation, as I know the minister does. 

The government needs to send a message to all its trading partners that the relationship is important. Having 
exchanges and having a series of engagements with them is great. Ministers do that and departments do that. We 
have consuls based in Perth with whom we have very good relationships, and that is great, but the government 
should not send a message to Japan, it should not send a message to Korea and it should not send a message to 
the United States that one relationship is somehow elevated above the others. I believe that that is very 
important. That is why in international affairs it is called multilateralism: a country has a good and strong 
relationship with everyone. When it picks one, it sends a message to others that perhaps its relationship with 
them is not as important. 

I will give one other example. Our relationship with Japan has been very important, as has our relationship with 
Korea, but the biggest investment decision in Australia’s history was made by a United States company—
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namely, the Chevron deal, which had been worked on for a number of years and which involved $43 billion 
worth of investment with a United States company. All I am saying to the minister is that having a good 
relationship with everyone is very important. I will just reiterate: we do not want to send a message that one is 
better or more important than another. 

The other issue I will deal with is the rhetoric surrounding this deal. I will quote the Premier from an article in 
The Weekend Australian by Andrew Burrell. I assume he has based this article upon his discussions or the press 
conference or what have you that the Premier held. He started the article by saying this — 

THE level of Chinese investment in West Australian resources projects will be decided during bilateral 
talks between government officials in a major policy shift formalised under a historic business pact … 

… Mr Barnett’s plan for the state government to become centrally involved in deciding which projects 
should be made available to Chinese investors and the appropriate level of investment. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: That’s not a quote. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No, that is not a quote, but the quote from the Premier is this — 

“This means that on all major projects, there is now a direct and formal government relationship 
between China and WA,” … 

I am a free trader and I believe that people who want to invest their money or corporate entities that want to 
invest their money — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: What about uranium? Do you believe in the free trade of uranium? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Please, just let me make my speech. 

For people who want to invest their money in this state, that level of centralisation harks back to another era—
that sort of language and that sort of idea that somehow the state government should decide what level of 
investment Chinese investors have in Western Australia. On the one hand, the government is sending a message 
that the relationship is above other relationships, even though the document is very flimsy, but, on the other 
hand, it is sending a message that the state government should somehow be intimately involved in where and 
when Chinese investors should invest in this state, like some sort of command-and-control 1970s east European 
country. To me, that is not modern Western Australia and that is not the way the investment world works. If I 
were to walk into the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia and quote this stuff, if anyone 
there cared to listen, I am sure that they would be shocked by this sort of language, because it is very much — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Why don’t you try it and let us know what feedback you get? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I might do. I have a good relationship with them. 

I know that the minister is agreeing internally with what I am saying, but he will never say it publicly, and I do 
not really blame him for that, but that is the way politics works. That sort of command and control over how 
investment should take place in this state does not strike me as the way a modern economy works. 

The Premier also seemed to be very concerned about whether the People’s Republic of China is offended by 
open tender processes in Western Australia. To me, open tender processes are right and proper. If other countries 
are offended by the way that we do business, which is open, free and fair, I think they need to learn that that is 
the way business is done in this state. To say that maybe we should pick favourites in terms of international 
investors I do not think is the right thing for Western Australia or the right message for Western Australia to 
send to international investors who are interested in investing in our state. 

The points I am making are pretty clear. I made a few points recently about Hon Norman Moore suggesting that 
we should have our biggest trading partner—that is, the People’s Republic of China—subcontracted to protect us 
when we secede from the rest of Australia. I think that was really one of the more bizarre statements I have ever 
heard a minister make in this state. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Was it a quote? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, actually. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Read it out. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not have it before me, but if the minister goes to The Australian Financial Review 
from two months ago, then gets the transcript from the Geoff Hutchison program, and then gets what the Premier 
said when he rejected what Geoff Hutchison had to say, he will find that I am telling the truth. Subcontracting 
our defence out to the People’s Liberation Army or the very interestingly named, in my view, People’s 
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Liberation Army Navy—has the minister heard of the People’s Liberation Army Navy?—when we secede from 
Australia strikes me as not the most rational and sensible of policies. In any event, I am the shadow minister for 
trade. I do support a strong trading relationship with China. I think it should be positive, based upon fair and 
mutual respect, good exchanges of information, friendly relations and a level playing field with other trading 
partners; and it should be based upon an understanding that in this state, in this country, we have that level 
playing field and we do not discriminate between other countries and we do not elevate some relationships above 
others, certainly at the state level, and if we have fair, free and open tender processes, they are the ones that 
should prevail, and there should not be any interference in those.  

MR F.A. ALBAN (Swan Hills) [7.19 pm]: I am not sure if we are in the same country as the member for 
Rockingham; he was in China and Japan a lot. I would like to speak against the motion that condemns the 
Barnett government for its failure to invest in basic infrastructure across Western Australia, and I will do this by 
highlighting the government’s investment in infrastructure in my electorate of Swan Hills. When I became the 
member for Swan Hills on 6 September 2008, buses and public transport generally in Ellenbrook were extremely 
inadequate. The buses were 20-year-old Renault high-step buses with virtually no heating or air conditioning. 
Mums with prams and older pensioners said that the buses were very difficult to access. Immediately the 
Liberal–National government started making a contribution to the public transport in Ellenbrook. It has been said 
that the buses in Ellenbrook, which are now extended to Aveley, are amongst the best bus services in the 
metropolitan area. The buses are brand new. They are low-floor buses, which my constituents asked for, and they 
travel throughout Ellenbrook and were recently extended to Aveley in the adjoining electorate. The beauty of 
this service is that it also includes Ellenbrook and Aveley shopping centres. This is particularly good for the 
elderly, who are stuck in an electorate that is quite distant. Pensioners can hop on a bus, particularly between 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm, when travel is free, and travel to the brand-new stage 2 of The Shops at Ellenbrook, where 
there are 60 new shops, as well as to the original shops at Woodlake. If someone lives in Ellenbrook or Aveley, 
they virtually do not need to have a car. The highlight of this service is the extent of it. I think the service is quite 
remarkable. There is a bus every 10 minutes in peak times and every 15 minutes in off-peak times as well as on 
weekends.  

Dr A.D. Buti: Where is the train you promised? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: This is great for the elderly because they can access these buses free between 9.00 am and 
3.00 pm, which is a good time for pensioners and older people — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I think there are a lot of people in this place who would like to make a 
contribution to your particular speech at this moment. It is not their opportunity; it is your opportunity, member 
for Swan Hills. If members wish to talk to you about issues surrounding Ellenbrook or your electorate, I would 
instruct them to do so after you have made a speech, member for Swan Hills. I instruct the members for 
Armadale, Warnbro and Bassendean—I note that the member for Rockingham is not in his normal seat—to 
desist from interjecting unless they want to be formally called to order. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: As I said, from virtually zero public transport in Ellenbrook, we now have the best buses in 
the metropolitan area. That covers the bus infrastructure. 

Further to that, of course, is the road infrastructure. The moment I moved into Ellenbrook, it became quite 
evident that every intersection leading to Ellenbrook, which is destined to be a regional centre, was totally 
inadequate. They were not built or designed to cope with the continuing number of people moving to Ellenbrook. 
One of the very first of our projects was traffic lights approaching West Swan Road heading east towards Great 
Northern Highway. The locals told me that it cut at least 20 minutes’ waiting time at peak times. Further to that, 
another project that the former government talked a lot about, but certainly did nothing about, was Great 
Northern Highway, which has been comprehensively upgraded. That project has just been completed to a tune, I 
believe, of $112 million. Further to that, another project that was talked about forever was the Reid Highway 
extension in Middle Swan, from West Swan Road to Great Northern Highway. This included a brand-new bridge 
over the Swan River in Middle Swan. We have another year to go in our term; therefore, all this has happened in 
three short years so far. Another project that is well underway is the Roe Highway overpass over Great Eastern 
Highway, which will help my constituents in Mundaring in the hills area. This has been talked about for decades; 
it is well underway and I am pretty sure it will be completed in our term. That is some of the road infrastructure 
that has happened during my time in Swan Hills.  

Now we will go on to the school infrastructure.  

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
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Mr T.R. Buswell: I have a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: Before you make a point of order, Minister for Transport, member for Armadale, when I rose 
to my feet earlier, I was serious. I formally call you to order for the first time. I simply want to hear from the 
member for Swan Hills; I want to hear from him without interruption. I do not know if you have a point of order 
to make, Minister for Transport.  

Mr F.A. ALBAN: As I said, Ellenbrook is a relatively new area, and one of the problems with Ellenbrook was 
that it did not fall under the policy that the Department of Education had for air conditioning in schools. One 
particular school in my electorate, Ellen Stirling Primary School, was relatively new and was built without air 
conditioning. The members of my community made me aware of the problem. It was serious, because the 
temperatures regularly reach 40 or 45 degrees in our summer, which extends some three months. I believed it 
was totally inappropriate for our pupils—young ones aged five and six years old—to be housed in a school with 
those conditions. It was the very first school that we started campaigning on, and I am proud to say that not only 
did we get air conditioning for the schools in my electorate of Ellenbrook, which was a very major project, but 
also our Liberal–Labor government—I mean Liberal–National government; there is nothing very good about 
Labor—saw fit to fund, to a tune of $52 million over a four-year period, air conditioning for all the schools that 
did not have it. That is something very serious that our government did that obviously the previous government 
either did not know about or did not see fit to do. It probably could not be bothered, as with most of the projects 
out in my electorate. Further to that, quite remarkably in my electorate, under construction at the moment are two 
brand-new primary schools, to a tune of $14 million each. The Aveley primary school and the Malvern Springs 
primary school will both be completed for the beginning of the next school year. Already completed, to a tune of 
$25 million, and full of pupils is Ellenbrook Secondary College. That school is for year 11 and year 12 students. 
Further to that, the Speaker is well aware of the good work that is being done in Bullsbrook. That particular 
school was built in the 1950s, and I am pretty sure that if it was not the worst school in our state, it was pretty 
close to it. The community of Bullsbrook is very excited and the Speaker and I look forward—it is on the border 
of the Speaker’s electorate—to seeing something quite remarkable for our constituents.  

Further to that, there are projects that we will complete in the next 12 months. I refer to future infrastructure that 
is well on its way and in the budget—that is, the Lord Street–Reid Highway intersection, which again has been 
talked about for so many years. It is a serious safety risk. It is on the alignment of the Perth–Darwin highway and 
will lead directly to Drumpellier Drive, which is also on the Perth–Darwin highway. A set of traffic lights will be 
under construction shortly, as well as dualling on Pinaster Parade, which is the main entry to Ellenbrook. I 
cannot praise our government enough for its commitment to the Perth–Darwin highway. My constituents and 
other members tell me that project has been discussed, talked about and dreamt of for some 20 years. Our 
government has committed $8 million to the beginning of the Perth–Darwin highway. This Perth–Darwin 
highway will be seen as curing a great deal of the problems of truck traffic and road trains in my electorate, 
particularly along Great Northern Highway. It will also relieve concerns in the Swan Valley about tourism being 
affected because of the continual truck movements. I must also say another particularly important infrastructure 
project promised in my electorate is the roundabout on the intersection of West Swan and Gnangara Roads. That 
particular intersection is quite dangerous; it is at the end of Gnangara Road heading east. It runs into West Swan 
Road, which is a very important tourist route, and that causes serious problems, particularly in peak traffic times 
and on weekends. 

I cannot imagine an electorate anywhere in Western Australia that would not be happy with this amount of 
infrastructure. I am particularly happy with all the support I have received. I certainly do not believe that our 
government has been lax in providing any sort of infrastructure, such as buses, schools and roads. My electorate 
is very happy with the contribution of the Liberal–National government.  

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to standing order 95, “No noise or interruption of 
debate”, and/or standing order 96 headed “Interruptions not allowed—exceptions”. I am reflecting on the 
comments of the member for Warnbro. We listened to him drone on at great length in a juvenile way about the 
Cat Bill, with no interruption from this side of the house. I just ask that we provide a level playing field for the 
member for Swan Hills’ speech.  

The SPEAKER: Minister for Transport, I appreciate standing order 96 and I have often looked at it. As all 
members in this place would know, I allow some leniency. I have instructed previously during the member for 
Swan Hills’ speech that I would prefer to hear it uninterrupted. I take your point of order, Minister for Transport. 
Member for Warnbro, I ask you to desist from interjecting.  
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Debate Resumed 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: Thank you for your protection, Mr Speaker. They are a bunch of bullies on that side of the 
house, are they not?  

The new infrastructure that the government has provided in my electorate of Swan Hills, in three short years and 
with one year to go, is quite seriously remarkable. Obviously, I do not support this ridiculous motion. 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [7.31 pm]: I am also very happy with the conduct of my government and our 
ministers, who have helped out a lot in the district of Wanneroo and my electorate. When I read the motion 
before the house tonight, I also found the motion is in a quite peculiar style. The motion says that the 
government lacks investment in “basic infrastructure across Western Australia, in particular through the failure 
to purchase additional trains and buses or to construct new roadworks and to keep up with population growth”.  

As most members in this house are aware, Wanneroo is an electorate with very fast population growth. Members 
have only to look at the Electoral Commission data to see that, from the time I was elected in 2008 until the 
redistribution of the boundaries, the number of electors in Wanneroo was more than 35 per cent over the quota 
set by the previous government in its one vote, one value rules and laws. The actual infrastructure that was 
required to be maintained throughout the Wanneroo area and specifically in my electorate around the town site 
has been quite a challenge. When I was first elected, people were complaining about all sorts of infrastructure. 
There were no buses. We did not have enough schools. We did not have enough roads to get people east and 
west, let alone north and south. As we heard earlier today, the member for Ocean Reef outlined the more 
regional road infrastructure projects, which also reflect on my electorate. Specifically, he mentioned the 
widening of the third lane of the freeway further north and also the upgrades to other roads around the freeway. 
One of the biggest and most important infrastructure settlements that our Liberal–National government did was 
to approve the rebuild, virtually, of Joondalup Health Campus. By 2013, that hospital will have 1 000 beds, both 
public and private. That will make it one of the largest hospitals in the metropolitan area. Although we have 
some carping here and there from some members in the northern suburbs, I can tell members that it is a first-
class hospital and one that should be commended by both sides of this house.  

When I first came in, one of the major projects that we needed to get on to straightaway was upgrading 
Wanneroo Road to dual lanes from Wallawa Street north to Joondalup Drive. Some four kilometres of road were 
upgraded at a total cost of $18 million. Some huge challenges were faced to build that road. There is a high-
pressure gas pipeline. With Main Roads and the right ministers at hand, we were able to find the necessary 
funding to put that road in place. During that process, a set of traffic lights was also added to make it safe for the 
staff and workers of the City of Wanneroo to exit and enter their depot. It also has a run-on effect. Pineview 
Lifestyle Village does not directly access Wanneroo Road at that end of my electorate and its residents were also 
having difficulty because of the road layout. Upgrading this road to dual lanes made it a lot easier for people to 
turn right, head further north and swing around into Joondalup to do some shopping.  

The next large road funding provided by the state government was to help the local council upgrade Joondalup 
Drive to dual lanes. Again, from Wanneroo Road further to the east, about three and a half kilometres of road 
were upgraded with $3.2 million worth of infrastructure to create some turning pockets and all the rest of it. 
Joondalup Drive connects with Neaves Road, which takes people to Bullsbrook. A lot of members in this house 
use that road and it is a very major road that takes people out of the Perth metropolitan area. I know that now, 
with the help of the government agency, LandCorp, we are looking to do something to Neaves Road to upgrade 
it to dual lanes or make it wider. That is a major entry point into the metro area, and we need to get trucks in 
through that way as opposed to them coming through the back streets. We also need to alleviate some of the 
traffic on Gnangara Road.  

Mr A.P. Jacob: It is also important for freight.  

Mr P.T. MILES: Indeed. The member for Ocean Reef is right. Those are two major examples. I will move on to 
some other major issues that we had when I first came in. It comes down to schools. As a result of the fast 
growth in population in Wanneroo, we had to build two schools very quickly. In most of our electorates we have 
received federal funding, but mine had schools that were built to only half their size under the previous 
government. We had to build on those schools with libraries and so forth. They also got some extra funding from 
the federal government, which is very much appreciated in my electorate.  

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected.  

Mr P.T. MILES: I did not oppose it. That is good for my electorate and that is all that matters in this house. The 
member for Cannington can live in dreamland as long as he likes.  
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In Tapping we built a second school called Spring Hill Primary School. It was originally intended to be just a K–
2 school and be a secondary campus of the other primary school. Due to the growth in that area through the 
suburbs of Ashby and Tapping, as of 2013 that school will be a K–7 full-sized school. They are purchasing some 
land from some local farmers to build the other blocks required to extend that school. That is another big plus 
that this government has delivered.  

We are also building another primary school for $14 million in the suburb of Pearsall to help the load that is 
coming into the Hocking area. That shows that we are delivering in response to the population growth in my 
electorate of Wanneroo. Everybody out there can see it happening on a daily basis. On top of what we are doing 
with the schools and some of the major roads—which, obviously, we are obliged to do—we are assisting the 
local council in a lot of black spot areas. There have been some quite dangerous areas, especially in the east 
Wanneroo area. Those roads were built in the 1970s and early 1980s and they service traffic demand that is well 
beyond the demand they were originally intended to service. Through the Minister for Transport, we are funding 
some very good black spot initiatives on Sydney Road, especially by another lifestyle village—a private one this 
time. Residents were having all sorts of trouble turning onto Sydney Road because of the huge amount of traffic 
using it as a rat run. Now, everybody is extremely happy with what we have done out there with funding through 
the council. 

Industrial land is another area this government is investing in. By that, I mean LandCorp is buying and building 
further in the Neerabup industrial estate, and up to 40 000 jobs will become available once that work is 
completed. Unfortunately, environmental constraints are on some parts of that estate that is owned by the City of 
Wanneroo. However, I am sure that the federal government will be able to work out a solution to the Carnaby 
cockatoo and the moth that is native to the area. The member for Gosnells is not here, but a person has put to me 
that somebody needs to educate the Carnaby cockatoo to eat the moths, thereby ridding us of one constraint! 

The government has made another major investment. Throughout my electorate, there was only a skeleton bus 
service. One bus ran from Landsdale to the Kingsway Shopping Centre. It never operated on weekends, and it 
was a temporary service only; it was temporary for over four years. When we came to office, this minister put 
into place an upgraded bus service and new buses came through. We no longer see old buses and we now have a 
service that runs every 15 minutes starting in the member for West Swan’s electorate in Landsdale and finishing 
in the member for Kingsley’s electorate. That now runs seven days a week and picks up a lot of people, 
especially through the retirement village areas. People can now go shopping. They can now connect with the 
train system and obviously travel further afield—especially now that they get free travel on their Seniors Card. 
Another bus service has been implemented in the Banksia Grove area from Joondalup. The service is now a 15-
minute service. Banksia Grove, a suburb about eight kilometres from the Wanneroo town site, did not have a 
direct bus link to Wanneroo. That link is now in place, and we have a bus service from Wanneroo town site 
through Sinagra, Ashby, Tapping, and on to Carramar. All of those suburbs are now interconnected. We now 
receive, not complaints, but suggestions about running the bus routes down other roads to pick up other people. 
We have delivered, we are delivering and we will continue to deliver in the seat of Wanneroo. 

I want to touch on a couple of other items. Ashdale Secondary College served years 8, 9 and 10 when I came to 
office. The Minister for Education saw very quickly that we needed to upgrade the school, and this government 
put in place the $30 million second stage of Ashdale college. There are no cheap design works out there and now 
Ashdale services senior year students. When completed, Ashdale Secondary College will support up to 1 800 
students from the surrounding areas of Landsdale, Madeley and Darch, which is very good. 

We are also designing a new school for Banksia Grove. The site has been chosen, the land has been purchased 
and we are working through some design criteria for those schools that will look after the northern part of my 
electorate. We will then concentrate on the two older schools; namely, East Wanneroo Primary School, the 
oldest in my electorate, and Wanneroo Senior High School. 

Lastly, Wanneroo Road is and always has been the major road through Wanneroo to Yanchep and further 
beyond to Cervantes and beyond. That road through the Wanneroo town site now has 40 000 traffic movements 
a day, which is quite significant and includes all sorts of vehicles—from trucks to buses and the whole lot. A 
couple of weeks ago, I announced in the house that we have upgraded the intersection of Dundebar Road and 
Wanneroo Road with signals, making it a proper crossing where students from the two local primary schools, 
Wanneroo and Saint Anthony’s, can now cross that road with some level of safety. That is the sort of stuff that 
we have been able to deliver quite convincingly. The community has asked me for something, we have checked 
whether it is possible, because it is not always possible, and ministers have been able to find the appropriate 
funding to make these achievements happen. 
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Another major piece of infrastructure is the traffic lights near Lake Joondalup Lifestyle Village. Five hundred 
people live in that village. When I took the Minister for Transport there not so long ago, it was quite clear to 
even him that these people need to be able to turn right out of their driveway. What they were attempting was 
really quite dangerous; they were turning left and having to do a U-turn where U-turns should not be done. 
Because of the safety and infrastructure aspect, the government has put aside funds and the building of traffic 
lights is now in train. That will cost some $1.3 million. I will be very happy to have that opened next year, and I 
know that the village is very welcoming and will be very happy to have the minister back for a proper opening of 
those lights at which we can all stand and sing Kumbaya on the side of the road.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: I might wear my rubber lips next time. 

Mr P.T. MILES: I would, if I were the minister! 

Some more road safety work has been done through Minister Johnson’s road safety office. A lot of members in 
this house probably hate these things, but a red-light camera has been put on the intersection of Hepburn Avenue 
and Wanneroo Road, which is a very dangerous spot. That camera has already started to have some impact on 
that intersection with a lot of traffic movements and people trying to get through the intersection above the speed 
limit. I understand that these new cameras take images of speeding cars as well as red-light runners. I would like 
to see another one of those cameras installed in my electorate. A lot of mums would like the minister to achieve 
that, especially people like Maria and Judy.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: And Mary. 

Mr P.T. MILES: Yes, Mary. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: And Ruth. 

Mr P.T. MILES: Maybe Ruth! 

Because of growth, the other area of concern is the intersection at Mistletoe and Joondalup Drive in Banksia 
Grove. It is an area that needs traffic signals. The minister has looked at it and I believe that something will be 
done shortly. It is just a matter of getting some design work done so that we can achieve what we need to do in 
that area. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.T. MILES: The Banksia Grove joint venture is a Department of Housing joint venture. All this 
government’s ministers have already visited my electorate over the past 12 or 18 months. Every single minister 
has visited in their capacity — 

A member interjected. 

Mr P.T. MILES: I can tell members that when I ask for something, every minister understands what I am 
asking about because they have already visited the area. I understand that previously it was very difficult to get 
any minister up to the Wanneroo area. Maybe that is why some of these services were lacking. 

The joint venture partners creating the community of Banksia Grove are doing some really great works through 
the Department of Housing, not just because they are building houses in a really great suburb but because they 
are creating a great community. An Aboriginal men’s working group up there—the Indigenous population is 
quite high in Banksia Grove—is working significantly with the local primary school as well as with other groups 
to help rebuild and refocus some of those sites that are classified as Bush Forever sites but, to be quite honest, 
were a little underdone and needed cleaning up. It is nice to see people working in those areas and tidying the 
place up.  

The motion before the house does not reflect what is really happening out there in my electorate and in the 
Wanneroo region as a whole. I will not be supporting the motion at all.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [7.50 pm]: I note for the record that I am the 
government’s lead speaker on this matter. I will fill out the rest of the time allocated for private member’s 
business tonight and keep a bit in reserve for next time. First, I thank the three members from this side of the 
house who have spoken tonight: the member for Ocean Reef, the member for Swan Hills and the member for 
Wanneroo, all hardworking local members who, on a transport front, have been achieving a lot for their 
electorates. Ultimately, ministers are more inclined to support projects when members take the time to invite 
them to their electorates to meet the local people and work through the issues. I think it is a good model. The 
member for Wanneroo touched on the signalisation for people to cross Wanneroo Road to service, if my memory 
serves me correctly, Wanneroo Primary School to the west and St Anthony’s just around the corner, bisected 
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with a McDonald’s with a dual lane drive-through. We met a lot of the mums and the principals, which was 
really good. I am glad that is happening. Similarly, I visited the lifestyle village at Joondalup. They are a 
fantastically hospitable group of people. I enjoyed my evening with the member for Wanneroo while we made 
our modest announcement. I look forward to going back when we open that intersection.  

I have had three or four visits to Ellenbrook with the member for Swan Hills. I think I almost have a frequent 
visitor card at the Dome in Ellenbrook. When we talk about intersections such as the intersection of Reid 
Highway and Lord Street — 

Mr P. Papalia: You didn’t go by train, did you? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: — or Gnangara Road and Pinaster Parade or the intersections at Drumpellier Drive and 
the roads between, we understand what we are talking about. I am pleased that we are upgrading those 
intersections. We have now commenced a lot of work with the member for Swan Hills in and around the most 
awkward intersection in his electorate, which is at the eastern end of Gnangara Road where it runs into West 
Swan Road.  

I say to the member for Warnbro that we are not funding a train to Ellenbrook. As I have said many times in this 
place, I am not the only person who is of that view, as he is well aware. The “Leader, in absence, of the 
Opposition”, the former member for Armadale, Alannah MacTiernan, was also of that view when she was in 
government. When we visited Ellenbrook, it was not a major issue. The major issue in Ellenbrook is the Perth–
Darwin highway. This government is advancing the Perth–Darwin highway. The reason the Perth–Darwin 
highway is the most significant issue is that it will enable land to the north of Ellenbrook to be activated. That 
is an important residential node and an important industrial node. I think the money we will spend on a rapid 
transit system that will service Ellenbrook using a bus rapid transit system will be much appreciated by the 
people of Ellenbrook. The money we are investing on planning for the Perth–Darwin highway is even more 
appreciated.  

I will probably use every one of my 57 remaining minutes to work through the issues that have been brought to 
bear in the house because transport is important. Transport is important because the population of the state is 
growing. The 2031 document produced by the Minister for Planning predicts a population increase of 500 000 in 
Perth over the next 20 years. We face a significant freight challenge in Western Australia. Perhaps by way of 
example, the significant freight challenge is best illustrated by what is happening at the port of Fremantle. The 
port of Fremantle exports around 600 000 20-foot equivalent containers a year. We expect that to double over the 
next 10 to 15 years. The port of Port Hedland currently exports around 200 million tonnes of iron ore per annum. 
Within four or five years, there are plans to see that grow to 495 million tonnes per annum and within the years 
after that, with BHP’s outer harbour expansion, perhaps up to 700 million tonnes of iron ore per annum. We face 
challenges dealing with people and we face challenges dealing with freight.  

From a government point of view, I am pushing the development of two strategies. One of the fundamental 
differences when we look at infrastructure investment in transport is the planning and strategies that sit behind 
that. As a state government, we are working on two strategies: a moving people strategy and a moving freight 
strategy. The moving freight strategy will entail a regional freight plan. That is well advanced. I hope to have it 
completed before the end of the year. It will involve a metropolitan freight plan. The moving people plan entails 
a number of components. It entails the public transport plan, which was recently released by the government. I 
had a briefing today on the response in terms of public interest. There has been a lot of interest in the public 
transport plan released by the government. A road plan for the metropolitan area is also being developed and a 
Perth metropolitan bicycle network plan will soon be released. When we add those things together—bikes, 
public transport and cars—we will have a very thorough moving people strategy for the metropolitan area. When 
we add a regional freight plan to the Perth metropolitan freight plan, we will have a great plan for the movement 
of freight around Western Australia. The last one that we will be working on will be an aviation strategy for the 
state.  

My focus as the minister has been on putting in place a good planning framework. I am sure most members 
present in the house have seen the public transport plan for Perth. It is a very impressive planning document. 
Perhaps one of the ways to highlight the fundamental difference in the approach to transport in Western 
Australia is to compare our plan for public transport, which is a small but important subset of our total plan on 
transport, with work the opposition has done in and around transport planning. The opposition’s work in and 
around transport planning is encapsulated in two documents. I ask members to compare the well–thought out, 
well-planned and well-presented public transport 2031 plan with the opposition’s two attempts. Firstly, we have 
its plan for the railway line—I have mentioned this before in the house—from Bunbury to Merredin. It is 
fantastic. A big broad CAMi pen has been used to draw on a map a line from Bunbury to Merredin 
encompassing a transport corridor of approximately 125 kilometres. It is hopeless. It will never happen.  
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The second component of the opposition’s plan is my favourite; that is, its Perth public transport plan. I think it 
was Barry Jones, a former Labor minister and former national president of the Labor Party, who created that map 
of the future of Australia that was widely ridiculed. I think it was referred to as the noodle nation. By the looks 
of it, the opposition’s plan, developed on the back of a beer coaster by a couple of backroom ALP operatives 
down at the Court Wine Bar late one evening, is the Labor Party plan for transport in Perth for the twenty-first 
century. It is an absolute joke. It is a series of green lines, supposedly showing heavy rail links into nearly every 
marginal seat in the metropolitan area. We know globally that investment in heavy rail does not stack up 
economically and socially and we need to look at other forms of rapid mass transit. Some elements of Perth’s 
heavy rail network deserve investment, but this noodle nation approach to heavy rail is a disgrace. I will talk a 
little later—I still have 52 minutes—on the heavy rail into Ellenbrook that the Labor Party proposed and that it 
will never fund at the next election, and, importantly, member for Southern River, the heavy rail link to Canning 
Vale, which it will never deliver on. Indeed, we only recently stopped the sale of the two parcels of land that will 
be the car park at Nicholson Road, Canning Vale. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.  
 


